The waters of the Bay of Islands are generally quite deep; in many places the
coastline both above and below the waterline is very steep. The map to the
right illustrates the bathymetry of the Bay of Islands. In some areas of the bay
the water depth reaches 300 meters! The Humber Arm is the more shallow of
the three arms in the bay; however it does have a 100 meter deep flat channel
that extends up the middle of the arm.

The seabed depth in Lark Harbour, York Harbour and around Woods Island
ranges from 20-50 meters, with the exception of a deeper channel on the south
side of Woods Island. The inner Humber Arm area is quite shallow as a result
of the large amounts of sediment deposited in the area by the Humber River. |
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Climate and Ice Conditions in the Bay of Islands

The climate of the Bay of Islands is influenced by the warmer waters of the Gulf of St. Lawrence and Cabot Strait. The surface
water temperature is generally 1°C to 3°C warmer than water on the east coast. The Long Range Mountains also effect wind
and precipitation in the Bay of Islands.

Winters are cold and snowy while summers are moderate and sunny. The greatest rainfall usually occurs during October and
the greatest snowfall in January. The prevailing wind direction is west to southwest. Wind speeds are usually higher during
the winter but high wind events can occur any time of year.
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