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Entanglement: marine animals get tangled in marine
debris, which can prevent them from moving, breathing
and/or eating. Also animals can loose fins or cut
themselves while struggling to get free.

Ingestion: organisms often mistake marine debris for food
and swallow the material (especially plastic materials).
Animal digestive systems cannot breakdown plastic
materials. .

Environmental Destruction
Marine debris can also impact or even
destroy the environment in which marine
organisms live.

{] Smothering the seabed:;

{3 Build up of toxic substances;

{3 Introduction of invasive species;
{7 Block access to habitat.

160+ marine species have been reported to have eaten
plastics and other marine debris - including many seabirds.

Property Damage ————

Marine debris can also damage property and
livelihoods, as well as endanger people:

{l Fishing boats and gear;

{j Damage to cooling water intakes;

{J Contamination of beaches and harbours;

{] Health hazards to people using the area for
recreation, industrial and commercial use.

Baywatch 97*

In 1997, ACAP Humber Arm organized a series of beach
clean-ups along the north and south shores of the Bay of
Islands. An inventory of marine debris was taken at each
site. This inventory was analyzed by Environment
Canada in an effort to identify the main sources of marine
debris for the Bay of Islands area.

This initiative concluded with the
signing of a CoastalAreas Agreement
by the Mayors of every community in
the Bay of Islands.
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Signing of the Coastal Areas Agreement
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Fishing Line Caught on Motor

450 years to breakdown

Plastic Debris Found on Beach in the Bay of Islands

Sources of Marine

Debris:

{] Beach walkers, campers, tourists;

fj Littering in general

{] Storm sewers/storm-drains;

{7 Municipal landfills;

line, which can tak

Monofilament Fishing Line can take 600 years to breakdown

{1 Recreational Boating and fishing vessels;

{ Shipping vessels and cruise ships.
As many as 143 different marine species have been
reported to be entangled in marine debris - including most
of the world's sea turtle species.

Ghostfishing refers to fishing gear that has been lost or
abandoned, which continues to trap fish and marine
animals. Fishing nets are generally made of monofilament
e hundreds of years to breakdown.
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What Kind of Marine Debris Would You Expect
to Find in the Bay of Islands?

Breakdown of Marine Debris Collected
in the Bay of Islands 1997

Glass Papn{ Bubher
Wood ' ‘ | N
' Plastics
Styrofoam \
Metal
Type of Debris | Amount
Plastics 6,051
Rubber [ 141
Glass . M
Styrofoam 1,531
Metal 2,155
Paper _ 759
Wood 1,154
Total L 12,702
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